
Required to start a new business in Anniston and mustRequired to start a new business in Anniston and must
be renewed every January. The license fee isbe renewed every January. The license fee is
determined by the type of business and businessdetermined by the type of business and business
classification. Contact the City of Anniston Financeclassification. Contact the City of Anniston Finance
staff for assistance in determining your business licensestaff for assistance in determining your business license
classification before applying for a business license.classification before applying for a business license.

BUSINESS LICENSEBUSINESS LICENSE  

When starting a business, it is important to verify if an area isWhen starting a business, it is important to verify if an area is
zoned for the type of business that you would like to start. Tozoned for the type of business that you would like to start. To
determine this, request a zoning verification letter, by e-mailingdetermine this, request a zoning verification letter, by e-mailing
the following information to the following information to planning@annistonal.govplanning@annistonal.gov: : propertyproperty
address, property owner, business name (if applicable),address, property owner, business name (if applicable),
your name, your address, your company, and your numberyour name, your address, your company, and your number..
Once zoning has been verified, you will receive a verificationOnce zoning has been verified, you will receive a verification
letter via e-mail within one business day. Please contactletter via e-mail within one business day. Please contact
Planning Secretary Jennie Emerson with any questions.Planning Secretary Jennie Emerson with any questions.

zoning verificationzoning verification

The Engineering Department will need to be contactedThe Engineering Department will need to be contacted
if the scope of a project includes land disturbance orif the scope of a project includes land disturbance or
any changes to sidewalks, parking lots, or streets.any changes to sidewalks, parking lots, or streets.

Engineering DepartmeNTEngineering DepartmeNT

The Anniston Historic Preservation Commission (AHPC) isThe Anniston Historic Preservation Commission (AHPC) is
responsible for preserving the charm and property valuesresponsible for preserving the charm and property values
within Anniston’s historic districts. Any applicant who wisheswithin Anniston’s historic districts. Any applicant who wishes
to improve the exterior of any building or structure within ato improve the exterior of any building or structure within a
historic district must submit a Certificate of Appropriatenesshistoric district must submit a Certificate of Appropriateness
for approval before work can begin. Contact the Planningfor approval before work can begin. Contact the Planning
and Development Department before beginning any workand Development Department before beginning any work
for guidance on the Certificate of Appropriateness processfor guidance on the Certificate of Appropriateness process

Historic preservation commissionHistoric preservation commission

The Fire Marshal’s Office works within the Building andThe Fire Marshal’s Office works within the Building and
Safety Division to review plans for changes of use orSafety Division to review plans for changes of use or
for larger scope projects. All work on a fire protectionfor larger scope projects. All work on a fire protection
system, except annual tests, requires a permit. Firesystem, except annual tests, requires a permit. Fire
protection work includes sprinkler systems, alarmprotection work includes sprinkler systems, alarm
systems, and commercialsystems, and commercial
kitchen hoods.kitchen hoods.

fire marshalfire marshal  

Required from the Building and Safety Division toRequired from the Building and Safety Division to
ensure federal life safety standards. Building Permitsensure federal life safety standards. Building Permits
cover everything from minor building improvements tocover everything from minor building improvements to
new developments. If you are thinking of making anynew developments. If you are thinking of making any
changes to your building or property, please contactchanges to your building or property, please contact
the Building and Safety Division before doing any workthe Building and Safety Division before doing any work
or purchasing materials.or purchasing materials.

building permitsbuilding permits

How To Start A Business In

Downtown Anniston

256-231-7716256-231-7716

256-231-7720256-231-7720

256-231-7750256-231-7750

256-231-7650256-231-7650

256-231-7724256-231-7724

256-231-7720256-231-7720

256-231-7725256-231-7725  
oror

256-231-7727256-231-7727
oror

mailto:planning@annistonal.gov


For projects totaling up to $2,000.00, the permit fee is a flat $16.00.For projects totaling up to $2,000.00, the permit fee is a flat $16.00.

For projects exceeding $2,000.00, the fee is $16.00 plus $4.00 per oneFor projects exceeding $2,000.00, the fee is $16.00 plus $4.00 per one

thousand dollar increment, or portion thereof, thereafter. Whenthousand dollar increment, or portion thereof, thereafter. When

power needs to be reconnected to a building and Alabama Powerpower needs to be reconnected to a building and Alabama Power

Company requires an inspection, there is a $16.00 charge for theCompany requires an inspection, there is a $16.00 charge for the

inspection, regardless of project cost.inspection, regardless of project cost.

A: YES, if it’s $1000 or more. Whether it’s the owner or a contractor.YES, if it’s $1000 or more. Whether it’s the owner or a contractor.

(Contractors must be licensed)(Contractors must be licensed)

We are open from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday through Friday, excludingWe are open from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday through Friday, excluding

observed holidays. Permits are issued from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM.observed holidays. Permits are issued from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM.

Do you accept credit or debit cards as paymentDo you accept credit or debit cards as payment

for permit and inspection fees?for permit and inspection fees?

A building permit is required on all non-federal construction,A building permit is required on all non-federal construction,

remodeling , and/or repair projects where the total project cost is inremodeling , and/or repair projects where the total project cost is in

excess of $1,000.00.excess of $1,000.00.

Q: What are your operating hours?What are your operating hours?

A:

Q:

A: Yes, we accept cash, credit, or check as forms of payment.Yes, we accept cash, credit, or check as forms of payment.

Q:

A:

When is a building permit required?When is a building permit required?

Q: What is the cost of a building permit?What is the cost of a building permit?

A:

Q: Do I need a permit to work on my own property?Do I need a permit to work on my own property?

Q: WHAT TYPE S OF WORK REQUIRE A PERMIT?WHAT TYPE S OF WORK REQUIRE A PERMIT?

A:
Building ConstructionBuilding Construction

Renovations/alterationRenovations/alteration

ElectricalElectrical  

PlumbingPlumbing

GasGas

HVACHVAC  

Grading/Excavating/FillingGrading/Excavating/Filling

FencesFences

Decks/DrivewaysDecks/Driveways

Frequently Asked Questions

Questions?Questions?  

Call/text Main Street Director, Jackson Hodges, at:Call/text Main Street Director, Jackson Hodges, at:

256-846-2044256-846-2044


